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Some 90C :rears zgo *h Chateau Zoutitout, near Talsice, in the
Juchy of llormand:y was nome to the ‘lorman famil of toffim. Then

il

Channel to fizht and win the Tattle of Hastings in 1056 A.D.,

Juke william of ..ormancv and his “orman army crossed the ZInglicsh

memoers of the Coffin Tamily were with him and were rewarded b
the grant of extensive lznds in Devon by “ine “illiam T of England.
the Tamily name o7 Coffim was inscrived in the famous Nomesdayv "ook.
Sir 2ichard Coffim located in Devon at Portledge, near “ideford,

and other family members took up lands in other parts of the County,
The family links that ensued with other Devon families have been

recorded in some detail by Louis Coffin in the family story referred
to above,

IN_THE COURSE CF TIME

One's imagination is hard-pressed to realize that it was almost
500 years after the settlement of the Coffymns in Devon before the
first member of the Tamily emigrated to America. That gignificant
move was made by Tristram Coffyn (Coffin) who was born at Brixton,
near Plymouth, in 1605, the son of Peter and Joan Thimber Coffyn.
Iristram grew up to marry a2 loecal Erixton lass, Dionis Stevens, and
in 1642 the couple with five childéren, the widowed mother of
Iristram and his two spinster sisters sailed from Devon for America,
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John and Deborah, died in infancv.
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The John

shown on the above chart hore the name of his deceased

infant brother.

ibraham Coffin, of whom more later, was of the 5th. generation

[INall]
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in Line

of descent from James Coffin.
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-ne lesland of 'antuclet lies n®f tre ggsacrusetts soast =ome
5 miles south-east of Jape Cod. ~ome 13 miles lone and 3 miles
ide, the izland is rinzed >+ wmore Than 77 miles ~f zand' reacres
and rnas a ceommodious rartour. “ranted ta the Tlrmouth Tompany in
1221 and sold %o Thomas ~.avhew twent:r rvears later +e island ~as

found to be ill-suited “or asriculture. Tre early zettlers guickly
-urned %o Tishing, ship-buildings and maritime trade. = thre earli-

t and rezcked 2%z peal a2t tre

tine 0of the .nmerican “eveoluticn wker gome 157 rpaltes ohima caiied
Trom thEir TTRCHET oM M Rmedis
he introduction of wraling, with whigh the Taffi= Tamilies T

antucket were ~eepl: involved, rad an interestirs parallel rears
later in Gasp€ Tav. Tn 149C <+he -antucket men, finding that the
neople of mainland Cape Zod were nroficient in whaline, rrousht

to the island a2 noted whaler, Tchabod Faddock, to teach them about
the btest methods of ¥illine whales and obtaining the valuahle oil.

Ichabod proved to be a good teacher and the men of “Jantuclket apt
stucents. Initiallw, and up until 1712, it was the "richt" whales
whose migration path layv just offshore, that were nrunted. Tut in

a2 wild autumn storm in 1712 a iantucket whaler, ""it" “ussev and
his crew were driven far offshore into the stlantic and came upon
a2 great herd of the "sperm" whale. “istorians of whaling note that
this discovery changed Yankee whaling forever. Tubsequertly the
Jiantucket whalers pushed farther and farther into the Atlantic and
eventually into the Facific Ocean in search of whaling erounds.

Sy 1774 the 2nnual income to lantucket of the whaling enterprise
had reached some 500,000 - a vast sum in those distant times.

As Captains of whaling ships and crewmen members of the Coffin
Tamilies were in the forefront of lantucket whaling. Such famed
Captains as Uriah, Zlihu, Prederick and Prince Coffin are among
the descendants of Tristram Coffin who have an established place

in whaling history. The portraits of some of these indomitable

Coffin mariners, painted in 0il, can be found in ~halins museums.
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ABRAHAM COFFIN — 0 — HANMNAH ASCAH
b. 175C c.1780 b. 1763
Son of fenj. Dtr..0f Richard

sh

own

=

| i
Zenjamin Elizabeth Reuben Trederick Abraham Philip
1

b. 1780

note:

1.
2.
3.

Ll'n
5-

be 1782 B.2705 B, 17087 b. 1789 Db,

Seuben died in childhood at age 7 vears
Eenjamin married Christiana Patterson
Abraham Jr. married Annabella Toyle
Fhilip married liargaret !"cCrae

Sophia married “ichard Annett.

Soghia
b. 1795
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vontemporary with lhraham Jo07fin of -~28De 2nd In the liwe o7
descent "I" from James ere the Tellowing cousine who are worthe
of méntion in this reesll oF the Coffin family, hile the =election
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OT these four cousins, zmons anv & Tranxly subjiective, the
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criterion of choice has reen +he role they plaved in the lands

2bout the ~ulf znd liver <t.Lawrence.
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anne, dauchter -~ atnaniel anc¢ Zlizaketr "arrec =ol TNy Epee
AL 10 narry rnillive “zilhagic ang wake zer home ir mariottotorm.
“ts Jobn's Tgland { #ow rince :dward Teland) Ter Fuskans as
orominert in the earl Tpitish adminietration of Tt.Jehn'e Teland

In 1775 with the :imerican “evolutionary “Yar in prosress,
two ships of :merican privateers out of larvtlehead, ‘ass., sailed
into Charlottetown harbour, seizec “hillips Callbeck, the Acting
Governor, sacked and looted the settlement and hunted for inne
Coffin Callbeck %o, in their own words, " cut her threat” . 2ut
anne rad taken her husband's advice to seek refuce at treir farm
in the country on the St.Peter's Road and from there she could only
watch helplessly the looting of her home and the carrving awayv of
her husband into captivity., lonths vassed before Fhillips Callbeck
was released on the personal order of General Ceorge ashington and
made his way back to Charlottetown. ©n his return he found that
his loyal and competent wife had "kept the home fires burning".
In this crisis, as in the many problems of pioneer life, Anne Coffin
Callbeck reflected the qualities of self-reliance and courage of
her family heritage. ““idowed in 1790 vy the premature death of her
husband at the earlv age of 4§ vears she continued to manage the
business of the family for more than twenty vear., Travel hy sea
held no fears for her - on occasion she sailed from Charlottetown
to Québec City to visit her Uncle John Coffin (1728-1808) the
Deputy Commissary Ceneral and other family members, including her

- —k

Aunt, 3Susanna Coffin, the wife of the Hon. .John Craicie.




4 brother of inne Coffin Callbeck, Isaac Coffin was horn in
1759 and followed nis Family affinitvy for the sea by enlisting
in the CZritish “oval 'avy a2t aze fourteen. “romoted Lieutenant
in 1778 and Cantain in 1781 he rose to the flag rank of Rear
Admiral of the ‘'hite in 1804 at the time of the .'apoleonic "ars
and was created a “aronet. In the same year he was granted the

Magdalen Islands in the Gulf of St.Lawrence by Lord Dorchester.

lamed Vice-Admiral in 1808, Sir Isaac Coffin reached the summit
of a Royal iiavy career in 1817 by his appointment as Admiral of the
fleet. His many close personal friends included the Duke of Clarence
who succeeded to the Zritish Throne as King i7illiam IV in 1830.

On retirement, Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin lived in England at
Cheltenham until his death, in 1839, at age 80 years.

An interesting evidence of family ties is that Admiral Coffin
had his nephew, Fhillips Franklin Callbeck, son of his sister Anne
under his protection in the administration of the lagdalen Islands.
is 2 Justice of the Peace, !lajor of Militia for the Zounty of Taspé

and Deputy Zollector of Customs for the ['agdalen Tslands, Phillips

e
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His retirement vears at his llew “runswick rome continued until
18738 when ne died at +he age of 82 wvears.

ITTOTr s AT
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The fourth, =nd last, of the Zoffin cousinse of Abraham of

Gaspé to be recalled here is Zlisha who settled in Prince Zdward
Island.

Elisha married Eunice Myrick and their familyv and descendents,
noted ship-builders and mariners, were linked to the Island
community of Savage Harbour. Cne son, Zlisha Jr., married .Jane

iobins while his brother, “enjamin, named after his paternal grand-
father, married Catherine Sanderson

The family of Coffin remains well-represented in Prince
Zdward Island to this day. Information on family historv is

preserved in the genealogical library of the Frince Zdward Island
Heritage Foundation,
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s 1780 12054 L. 1785

Zon of =braham Daughter of John

and Hannah Ascah and !‘argaret :xscah

I [ I I | o
Margaret Sophia John  Zleanor Charlotte Annabella Cenjamin Abraham =Zmily

Sukia Hannah raris o Fenriet

b.18C7 ¥.1805 viIBl2 v.1815 b, 1817 b 1820 b.1822 b.1825 1H.1829

‘lote - Abraham Coffin IT, born 1825, srew up to marry Annabtella
Annett, the daughter of Richard and Sophia Coffin Arnett.
Sophia Coffin (CEART II) was the daughter of Abraham and
Hannah Ascah Coffin. Che was 2ichard Annett's second wife,

his first wife, !"arv Tovle, having died within three vears
of marriage.
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lary Tovle.

annabells

» Eleter of llary Tovle, the first wite of
lichard ainnett.

_arl: Zaspé recorfs reveal <hat men of the innett, cvle aznd
coffin Families shares = close, common interest in seafarings =nd
rhaling.
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b. 1789 1812 b, 1795

Son of Abraranm Jauchter of James

and Xannah and Ilarv

I | | | I [ -
~argaret “redericl James braham Zliza “elix Jane George Zenrv
—ovle B Ann 'm Zllen Ctewart Thomas
Douglas

t.1314 »,1817 b.1€19

liote - The aunts of Annabella,
included rs.Zden (Ellen),

£.1821 b.1823 1»,1826 1h.1829

sisters of her father,

Vrs.(Captain) Zall (Helen)

Her brother, James, married Charlotte

CF YESTERDAY, "SPEIING GROVE",

MeKinnon.

b.1833

Tames,

*rs.Languedoc (Eliza) and

b.1836

(Ref. CASPE
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